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gorrespondence of The Progressive Farmer.
We were travelling on the train a

few days ago and noticed what was
being done on the farms along the
railroad.

We noticed on a large farm a piece
of 1and which had no crop on it last
vear. The owner is a good business
msan and looks after his money very
carefully, but this spring he will bay
tartilizer ata high price, and haul
ditoh bank and woods mould to try to
make & crop on that land. If he had
planted cow peas he could have
added nitrogen and humus in that
s0il besides getting hog feed enough
to pay all the expense of the orop of

peas.
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This same farmer complains that
he cannot raise as many pounds of
ootton to the acre as he did a few
JOATR A0 with the same amount of
fertilizer. His land is what' we
would eall the ideal soil $o hold ma
pare, it b ing nearly level with a
olay subsoil. This same land has
prodnced ss high as 1,600 pounds of
seed cotton t» the acre with the ap-
plication of 200 pounds of Peruvian
guano per acre. The fertilizer used
just stimulated the crop and caused
it to use up all the humus in the
soil. Heavy applioations of mnitro-
gen have the same effect onland when
applied in a concentrated form like
nitrate of soda, sulphate of am
monia, fish sorap, slaughter house
refuse, tankage, dried blood, cotton
seed meal and Peruvian guano that
whiskey has on & man: it stimulates
for a short time only to leave the
viotim weaker than before using.
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Where fowl house or stable ma-
nure is nsed year after year none of
these bud ¢ff-cts ure seen. Now in
order to keep up the fertility of the
soil you must get something in the
soil a8 nearly like stable muanure as
you can and there is nothing that
will do this with as little cost as cow
peas. This is not the only man that
compluins of this condition, for you
will find them scattered all over the
country.
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On another farm we saw two large
horses, esch cme hitched to a eingle
plow, with two men plowing. They
were not plowing more than five or
six inchea deep. The ocotton and
sorn stalks had to be knocked down,
which took the labor of several
others. Now this man is often short
of help and tries to look after bis
business with the eye of an eagle and
stops every leak, yet he does not
tmow that a ontaway harrow would
4o &!1 this work and do it better,
thos saving more than one-half the
Costs
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Tr'm or prune the grape vines be
fore tLe sap starts up.
» E * L »

not be in a hurry to plow the
n und corn land unlees it isdry.
curly plowing may make infe te
tro ublesome. Crops in this
‘ion grow better on late plowed
i
HARRY FARMER.
lnmbus Co., N C.
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rirers agree that the fall oats

» wbout all been killed in the
i by the reverity of this win-
wea her. The fall sown oats

- tha prinoipal dependence, so far
hi= orop is concerned, the spring
‘s rarely ever amounting to much.
mingz on the heels of the failure
the corn crop last year, this losa
the osts crop will prove serious.
! wheat is looking none $oo well.
aarlotte Ohsarver.
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nir farmers are hard at work get-

- rendy to make a crop. There

be 5 per cent. more tobacoo

ted this year than last, and we

t» muke a better crop; if we

~ L Ithink we had better atop try

Lo make tobacco at all. The cot-

¢rop will be cutshort 75 per oent

t there will be more home supplies

sa0ted thun uneunal, such as corn,

“anuts and potatoes.— D. MoCain,
-arteret Co., N, C,

farm work except get wood and make
fires. Very few have been able to
burn plant land.

If all reports are true, there will
be a short orop of cotton planted
th!a year in this community. Every-
body, it seems, is turning his at-
tention to tobaocco; hence we may
look for low prices for the weed next
fall.

The ourtailing of 'the cotton aore.
age is oaunsed partly by the uncer-
tainty of labor, which is getting
scarcerevery year. Theyoung men,
both white and ocolored, as soon as
they grow up are looking elsewhere
for support and work, and in most
cases they are finding it. There are
at thia day and time very little in-
ducements to hold the young men,
or even boys, on the farm. In some
instances whole families are leaving
and flocking to the oities to work
their girls and boys in faoctories.
Now this ought not to be, and a
remedy ought to be had.

And as soon as the farm work
opens or starts, the children, or a
large number of them, will be taken
away from sohool to work on the
farm and oan be seen in the ocorn
fields, or cotton and tobacco patches.

RURALIST.
Warren Co., N. C.
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FARM NOTES FROM PASQUOTANK,

Jorrespondence of The Progreasive Farmer,

The present winter has been the
coldest on reocord in this part of the
State.

This county generally plantsa large
acreage in truok, but owing to high
price of peas, very few have been
planted. We have a canning factory
at Elizabeth City and many farmers
plant peas for the factory, which
pays 50 cents per bushel. There will
be an increase in the Irish potato
AcCTreage.

Some of our farmers have bought
a lesson at a very high price. They
depended on cotton for their money
crop ; the price and crop both were
short, and we find them buying corn
at 70 cents and meat at 10 cents.

Cabbage plants have been killed
worse than usual. The ground has
been frugen 80 as to retard plowing
ever since February oame in, but if
warm weather will come soon, and
stay by us, the farmers will scon
come to the front. J.T. B.

Pasquotank Co., N. C.
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AN INQUIRY ANSWERED BY HARRY
FARMER.,

Correspondence of The Progressive Farmer,

1. How does Harry Farmer use sul-
phate of potash, etc.? Does he row
it in drill after being mixed? Have
rows 3 feet apart and plant my
sweet potatoes 14 to 18 inches in the
row,

2. Is there any difference in the
chemioals, eto., for Irish potatoes?

J. B.

Brunswick Co , N. C.

(Answered by Harry Farmer.)

1. Lay off rows with a plowor drag
jast mark the land so you can drill
the manure, then sow the potash and
phospbats on the manure separately.
Do not mix the potash and phosphate,
as they would undergo a chemical
change which would injure them
for fertilizers.

2. See Talk No. 61 for Irish pota-
toes. The same potash would do bat
yon need more phosphate and am
monia for this crop. Sweet potatoes
growing during the hottest purt of
the summer when nitrogen is most
antive do not require, a8 muoh quick-
aoting nitrogenous manure as the
Irish potato orop, but needs more
humus or vegetable matter in the
soil. Hence the large application of
manure recommended for sweet po-
tatoes.

Representative Barlison, of Texas,
stated to the House Committee on
Agriculture last week that 240,000
bales of Texas cotton valued at $10,-
000,000 were destroyed last year by
the Mexican weevil. The committee
inserted a $20,000 item in the agri-
cultural appropriation bill to be im-
mediately available to eradicate the

pest.

Correspondence of The Progressive Farmer.

The South’s great benefit is to be
derived from manufacturing. Your
supremacy as an agrioultaral region
is recognized, but the line of the
greatest operations will be in the
establishment of factories and mills
to convert your produce into finished
articles for the market. I know
nothing that would pay more than
canning faotories. They require

COMPARATIVELY BMALL CAPITAL,
stimulate the farming olass to grow
a greater variety of produaots by
affording them a cheap market at
their own doors, give employment
to numbers of persons, male and
female, who would otherwise have
none, and send out a valuable food
product which will return money to
circulate in domestic channels. An-
other advantage is that the industry
can be built by home ocapital

A oanning factory is, in every re-
speot, a home industry. The Boath
raises nearly every variety of fruit
and vegetables, and the industry

would thrive there. Easpeocially
would it be an advantage t0 small
towns.

THE BEST PAYING PRODUCTS

to put in oans are peaches, toma-
toes, peas, beans, corn, sweet pota
toes, Dberries, oysters, fish and
shrimp. The market demand for
these gnods increases each year, as
the people learn the value of these
food produaots.

The Bouthern States should not be
forced to purchase oanned goods
from the North or West, when the
nataral resources of your own coun-
try offer such indunocements to the
eatablishmenst of the industry. Some
two years ago I had oceasion to
sample & can of very fine Maim
born, packed in one of the leading
cities of the North. I remarked to
the dealer that I conld duplioate it
in the S uth. He ridiouled the idea,
and said that *“'it couldn’t be done
outside of the New Englund Siates."
I told him all right, I would prove
my assertion true later on. Soms
three or four months afterward I
presented the gentleman with a can
of corn packed in the South by my-
self, and asked him to sample and
express his opinion of the same. Hbo
did so and at once said, ““Tuke that
oan, go into the market and tell the
dealers to get down their beat brands,
and yours will cut out with them.
You have got the corn $o do it with
If that is the kind of ocorn you are
packing in the South, you won’t
have to hunt for buyers long; they
will be hunting for youn.”

8o small is the stock of canned
goods on hand, that the holder can
well afford, if necessary, to wait
until rpring to dispore of it.

THE DEMAND FOR CONSUMPTION
inoreuses disproportionately to the
supply, and if canners would reflect,
there is rarely any real cause for
apxiety. Thie
faoilities for distribution are increas-
ing, and the trade for canned goods
is growing. In every household
they constitute a portion of the
duily food, and they are cheap, ready
for use, and in every respect desir
able. Without them there are por-
tiona of our country that wounld have
to subsist on sult meat and bread
To the mine, the camp, and the
mariner, they are mnow indispens-
able.

The worst featore of the business
is the ignorance of the buyers as to
the assoriment of output. They
swallow any and all reports and few
are governed by sound judgment.

Taks the ocoantry at large this
year, and we venture to assert that
the pack does not exceed three-fifths
of an average one, in the face of lit
tle or nothing being left over from
last season. Most of our own prod-
uots were sold before they were
canned, or whilst being so. And
the supply left here is a mere baga-
telle.

The South can furnish fish, oysaters,
shrimp, fruits and vegetables of
finer flavor than the Eist or West.
Undoubtedly you can furnish these
goods whose superiors do not grow

country 1is large,

Thsy have been brought on by alack
of economy and painstaking oare
and co-operation.

IT PAYS THE FARMER.

There are indispensable elements
of suoccess in any business. The
farmer is glow to plant for these
faotories, even when the canner tells
him he can realize more for the
product in one season than the land
it is grown on would sell for. Let
the canner go ahead and demonstrate
to the farmer by actual test that the
growing of fheze produots is not any
harder than to ounltivate an acre of
8ix cent cotton, and that the same
land that makes him in good seasons
one-half bale of cotton to the acre,
will grow him on an average of two
hundred bushels of tomatoes at 25
oanta per bushel; or 756 bushels of
veas at 60 ocents per bushel, or 100
bushels of beans at 50 centa per
bushel, and so on, and not impover-
ish his land to the extent that cotton
does.

One farmer related to me in Indi
ana some years ago when he received
# check for eighty odd dollars for
fomatoes grown on less than an acre
of land, thet ‘it was 80 easy it was
just like picking it up in the road.”
Once get the farmers to know the
good of the thing, and the balanoce is
easy.

There is anot?er feature of the
business that deserves special men-
tion, and that is the

EMPLOYMENT IT FURNISHES,

at good wages, to every class of peo-
ple. Maile and female find it pleas-
ant and profitable work. An outfit
for oanning oosting two hundred
dollars wounld give employment so at
leust forty people directly, and as
many more indirectly. It is pecu
liarly adapted to the smaller towns
and ocities.

Yeos, canning will pay in the South.
You have those things whioch with
good management and perseverence
will make canning faotories pay in
the South, as they are paying in a
grand way in so many other States.

R. A. BSTEWART.
Baltimore, Md.

DO NOT EURN

GRASS,

It ia a very common practice
among farmers to burn the grass,
corn stalks and other vegetab'e mat-
ter on the farm They do thissimply
to get rid of it. Some few perhaps
really think the ashea worth more to
the soil than rotting vegetetation.

But many burn becaure they think
the trash interferes with oultivating
the crop. If the growth is very
sound and plowing poorly done,
there is somé risk of thie, but if the
grass and sach like is well buried
and mixed thoroughly with the soil
by harrowing, $his will not be true.

We object to burning because of
the great loss and damage to thesoil.
Oar 8 juthern soilaneed more humus.
[his can be obtained only from rot-
ting vegetation. Fertilizers do not
help to make it. They rather tend
to decrease is.

Rotiing graes or other trash will
contribute directly to the supply of
plant food in the-eoil. Nothing so
readily helps a plant to grow as that
which has already been a plant once.

In addition to the plant food sup
plied the prooess of rotting starts
fermentation in the soil and helps to
make solub'e ard available the ele
ments of plant life in the soil which
were insolable and therefore worth
nothing to the growing orop This
is done in several ways. The me
chanical ocondition of the soil is im-
proved. It is made looge and warm.
Hence it can hold much more moist-
ure ; thus it helps @ration to prepare
food for the growing orop and sup-
plies water to dissolve and carry the
food. Burning is a great waste. We
would not need to buy so much
guano if we put all the vegetable
matter back into the soil that we
could.

Do not burn anything that will rot.
Anything that will burn will rot, go
do no not burn anything.—Southern

Cultivator.

numerous and one of the most widely
distributed groups of small birds in
the United States. They seem to
prefer to nest on or near oultivated
ground, and wherever there are
farms or gardens there we find the
SpaArrow.

THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE'S
INVESTIGATION.

Sparrows are well known but,
strange to say, until lately very little
attention had been given to their re-
lation to agriculiure. I5is evident
that a genus of birds so numerous
and 80 oconstantly associated with
farms and gardens as the sparrows
are, should be an important factorin
rural economy and that a thorough
investigation of their food habita
would be of great value. Such an
investigation was recent!y made by
the United States Department of
Agrioulture and it fully proves their
value to farmers and shows that
they are well worthy of our protec
tion.

The food of the smaller order of
fisld birds consists of fruif, grain,
and inseots, and a bird’s value to the
farm depends on the amount of each
kind of food eaten and whether that
kind is in itself beneficial or injur-
ious to agriculture.

THE ENGLISH VS, THE NATIVE SPARROW,

The Eaoglish sparrow, which is
treated apart from the native speocies,
and which is a pest wherever found,
adds more or less fruit destruction
to ite numerons other sine, but oul-
tivated fruit forms no important
part of the diet of the native spar.
row, which is harmless to orchard
and vinevard.

NATIVE SBPARROWS DO NOT INJURE
CROPS.

In the .destruotion of grain the
English sparrow agsin comes to the
front, and 8o much does it consume
that on this account alone it mighs
be declared a pest. Perhaps it is
natural that the native sparrow
shounld fall under the ban of sus-
picion. The native bird, however,
has no taste for cultivated grain,
and if he ever does take any it is but
to sample it. To prove this oonclu
gively, a number of sparrows were
collected on a wheat farm both be-
fore and after the grain was ous.
Of nineteen stomachs of native spar-
rows killed only two showed that
the birds had ea'en any grain, and
these two had taken but a grain
apiece. On the other hand five
stomachs of English sparrows killed
ut the same time were examined and
each showed that the owner had
recently gorged itrelf on grain.

DEATH TO WEED SEED.

There is one kind of grain, how.
ever, that the native sparrow d. es
have a deocided fondness for, and
that kind is weed seeds. As a weed
destroyer the sparrow stands pre
eminent. Whenever fall approaches
and the weed seeds ripen, the spar-
rows gather in great flockas and de
scend on the weeds ; weed seeds form
their principal food for the rest of
the winter. 8o abundant is the sup
ply of the seeds, and such is the
birds’ fondness for them that the
amount oconsuamed by each bird is
almosst incredible. Seldom, if it can
get them, does a field sparrow con-
tent it=elf with lers than a hundred
seeds ata meal ; whilein thestomsch
of a snowflake that had been break-
fasting in a garden in March were
found 1,500 amaranth seeds. It hae
been estimated that in Iowa the tree
sparrows alone destroy over 1,750,-
(00 pounds of weed seeds during
their winter sojourn. The English
sparrow also consumes a fairly large
amount of weed seeds and in parks
and on lawnsdoes considerable ser-
vice in kseping down the lawn weeds ;
but this good i= more than overbal-
anced by its filthy and desatructive

habits.
AS TO INSECT PESTS

It can hardly be expected that
such weed destroyers as Sparrows
are should consume as many insect
pests as birds that are wholly in.
sectivorous. As a matter of faot,
insect pests form only about 25 per
cent. of the food of the adult native
sparrow and they cannot be depended
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two to three broods down whose
throats they oram countless numbers
of caterpillars and grasshoppers,
they do in this way their greatest
service as inseot destroyers #o
farmers.

CONCLUSION : THE NATIVE SPARROW I8

HELPFUL AND DESERVES PROTEO-
TION.

Following up the previously men-
tioned division of food into elements
that wounld be of themselves bene-
ficial or injurious to agriounlture, we
flod first, that the native sparrow
c.nsumes very little fruit, grain or
other food that is beneficial ; on the
other hand, the amounnt consnmed
that wounld be injurious in ite effects
is very large and consists mainly of
weed seeds, which form more than
fonr fifths of their food during the
greater part of the year. We may
safely conclude, therefore, that this
little bird is entirely beneficial in its
effects and deserves protection,

CHAS W. MARTIRN.
A. and M. College, West Raleigh,
N. C.

As to home-mixing, the following
paragraph frcm Farmers' Voice is
interesting :

‘“‘The question is oftenarked, ‘Is it
more economical to mix one's own
fertilizers or buy them ‘ready mixed?’
Like moat questions, a direct and un-
qualified answer to this one might
be misleading, but it is safe that un-
der proper conditions home mixing
of fertilizers will prove decidedly
more economical than the u:e of the
ready-mixed article. And the first
ocondition is co-operation among
farmers in the purchase of the in-
gredients. In cases where this was
done in New Jersey, representing in
the aggregate purchase of over 1,000
tons, showed that these mixtures
cost on an average $28 62 per tonm,
while the fertilizing ingredients
which they contained at the New
Jersey Experiment Btation wvalua-
tions, were worth $§31 68, and in the
average factory-mixed fertilizser
would have cost $43 12—a saving of
$14,600 on the entire quantity.
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TOMATOES MORE PROFITABLE THAN 3
COITON.

The Apex Canning Company has
made arrangements to run on full
time this season and will pay more
for tomatces than ever before. This
concern is a home enterprise and
shounld receive the support of all the
farmers in this and adjoining seo-
tions. At twenty five ocentas per
bushel for fomatoes the farmer ocaa
clear more on one acre in tomatoes
than he can on the same land with
the same amount of labor and ma-
nure in ocotton at ten oents per
pound, and the money comes in at a
time when the farmer most needs is.
It is now time that the seeds for
early tomatoes should be sown.—
Apex News.

TEACH .J,GRICULTURE IN PUBLIC
BCHOOLS.

- —

Certainly there is need of more
intelligent and practical farmers to
reclsim and rebuoild the old homes
that have decayed and to feed and
improve the lands that have become
impoverished and unproduoctive in
the hands of renters who have meo
incentive to improve land. To im-
prove farms men must own them,
live upon them and be directly iater-
ested in their work. Class legisla-
tion,discrimination against the farm-
ers for the past twenty years, has so
thoronghly fixed the disastrouns ten-
ant system in many sections that it
will take many years, even under
favorable conditions, to eliminate i$.,
The State can do more for agrioul-
ture, do more to create an interest
in the farm—the home of virtue and
vigorous manhood and inteilect—by
requiring a course of study of agri-
culture to be taunght in the publie
schools. And while the boys are
prosecuting this study, the girls

might be taught with wonderful re-
sults something practical in every
day domestio work, that it takes
something more than fanoy hats and
dresses to make an accomplished
lady..—Marshville, N. C., Home,




